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Abstract

The Study on the Philosophy of Qi(%) and
the View of Human way(\i) of the
Vietnamese Confucian scholar Lé Quy Don (%13

Hwang Byong-kee

Special Professor, SeoKyeong Univ. & Research Professor, Daejin Univ.

This paper examines the philosophy of Qi(”], %) and the view of
Human way( AiH) of the great Confucian scholar Lé Quy Don(#]|#
=, B, 1726~1784) of the Later Lé Dynasty of Vietnam, focusing
on the “Li-Qi(2]7], #4%)” section of T2 x=4iiliy(Van dai loai ngt, the
Classified Discourses from Van Terrace).

Lé Quy Don denied the preexistence of the Principle(#, Li),
which is a characteristic of the existing worldview, and argued for
the preexistence of Qi(%). He also emphasized that the one Qi of
TaiJi(AA#i—%) is the first original Energy(7c%) among the things
that exist in the universe, and that the world of non-existence( i)
does not exist. He also argued that the movement of heaven and
earth encompasses both movement and stillness, and that this is the
reality of the world of existence(#).

Through his selective sentences, we can glimpse his thought

122 _ st 455

o



——

system of Qi-philosophy and the political, socio-cultural reality
of 18th-century in Vietnam. This period in Vietnam was a time
when political division, Western invasion, and the infiltration of
Western civilization and religion, as well as the experience of new
cultures, had a shocking and realistic impact. While Joseon Korea
society at the same time was a time when it indirectly encountered
Western learning and discussed it only theoretically, Vietnam was
experiencing the new world firsthand.

The Human way( Ajf) he advocates is not an abstract or
transcendental principle like the Five Constant Virtues(7.7#) of Neo-
Confucianism, but something practical and realistic, and is always
related to political concerns. Namely, it is defined as ‘reverence’(#)
for heaven, ‘sincerity’(#) for spirits, and ‘filial piety’(¥) for ancestors.

His reverence was directed toward heaven, sincerity was directed
toward spirits, and filial piety was directed toward ancestors; it was
a one-sided upward course, but it ultimately emphasized individual

practice and was the goal and method of moral practice.

Key Words | Lé Quy Don(%2it17), the Classified Discourses from
Van Terrace("=%455,), Philosophy of Qi(%), Human way( Aif),

Vietnam, Neo-Confucianism.
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